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FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS 
DEALING WITH HATE CRIMES 



FEDERAL LAWS DEALING 
WITH HATE CRIMES

ÉConspiracy Against Rights (18 U.S.C., 
Section 241)

ÉDeprivation of Rights Under Color of 
Law (18 U.S.C., Section 242)

ÉFederally Protected Activities (18 
U.S.C., Section 245)



FEDERAL LAWS DEALING 
WITH HATE CRIMES

ÉDamage to Religious Property; 
Obstruction of Persons in The Free 
Exercise of Religious Beliefs (18 U.S.C., 
Section 247)

ÉFreedom of Access to Clinic Entrances 
(18 U.S.C., Section 248)       



FEDERAL LAWS DEALING 
WITH HATE CRIMES

ÉUse of Fire or Explosive in the 
Commission of a Felony (18 U.S.C., 
Section 844)

ÉòPrevention of Intimidationó Provision 
of Fair Housing Act ( 42 U.S.C., Section 
3631) 



FEDERAL HATE CRIME 
SENTENCE ENHANCEMENT

HATE CRIME SENTENCE ENHANCEMENT
ü Section 280003 of the Violent Crime Control  

and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 directed 
the US Sentencing Commission to revise the 
federal sentencing guidelines to provide for 
sentencing enhancements for hate crimes.  

ü The guidelines were amended effective 
November 1, 1995.  


