
M E E T I N G  I N  A  B OX

P U B L I C  E N G A G E M E N T

MEETING 
IN A BOX

ANYONE can conduct a Meeting 

in a box! All you need to do is:

1.Read this document

2.Host a meeting

3.Provide feedback



M E E T I N G  I N  A  B OX  

I N S T R U C T I O N S

Convene with a small group of people (neighbors, friends, church, etc) or use a standing 

meeting of an existing civic or community group to discuss the future of Chatham County. 

Before you answer the 5 questions below, take a couple minutes to envision your ideal 

community 20 years from now. What is the same? What has changed? – This is your 

opportunity to provide your definition of preservation and progress for your community. 

Ask the questions below ONE AT A TIME. Allow members of your group to think quietly, and 

then go around the room gathering the responses. Write down the answers that you receive. 

Star or Underline answers that there is a strong consensus on. 

Then do ONE of the following:

1. Fill out a meeting in a box form at http://chathamnc.seamlessdocs.com/f/compeplan

2. Email a scanned copy of the form to Cara Coppola cara.coppola@chathamnc.org

http://chathamnc.seamlessdocs.com/f/compeplan
mailto:cara.coppola@chathamnc.org


B I G  Q U E S T I O N S

1. What are your biggest concerns?  

2. What role should the county play in addressing them?

3. What types of land uses do you want to see encouraged in your where 

you live? 

4. What are your parks and recreation or natural resource preservation 

priorities?

5. Where should infrastructure investments be made (i.e. parks, 

transportation or utilities)?  



O U T L I N E

• What is Plan Chatham?  

• Summary of Issues and Opportunities

• More ways to be Involved & Provide your feedback



CHATHAM COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN



What is a 

Comprehensive 

Plan?

A comprehensive plan is a 

vision for the future of 

Chatham County.  

It includes an assessment of 

current conditions and trends, 
and recommendations for 

achieving community goals



“ If you don’t know where you are 

going, you might wind up 

someplace else.”

Yogi Berra



T H E  P L A N N I N G  P R O C E S S

We are here



The Comprehensive Plan is 
meant to be a document that takes 
in account previous plans and 

provides strategic direction in 
the form of policies, programs 
and projects that will guide land 

use, infrastructure investment, and 
service decisions over the long 
term.  



ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES



LAND USE & HOUSING

• Residential growth pressure

• Need for more diversity in land use

• Employment, Housing and Retail options

• Residential vs. Nonresidential (tax base)

• We have heard there is some desire to 
develop in core areas to preserve rural 
areas

• Currently there is not a future land use 
plan map to help guide development 
approvals and rezonings

• How do we preserve agricultural 
lands and rural character while 
accommodating growth?  

Year built map showing new residential 
growth north of Pittsboro



AGRICULTURE

• Residential / agricultural conflicts

• Increasing price of land

• Groundwater concerns

• Demand for local food

• Traditional farming strong in western part of 
county, more specialty crop production

• Timber production (~30% of ag lands)

Source:  2012 Census of Agriculture, USDA



ENVIRONMENT

• Growth pressures in sensitive areas 

• Development impacts
• Alteration of terrestrial and aquatic habitats

• Water pollution (point and non-point source)

• Potential point source pollution (fracking, coal ash)

• How do we preserve unique natural assets and 
the ecosystem services they provide? 

• Open space is part of the Chatham County brand

• Increasing demand for active and passive facilities in 
the future

• What are parks and recreation priorities and 
where are they needed?



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

• Job growth is down (need more jobs, 
higher-wage jobs)

• Median household income is high (NE)

• Inequities across the county

• Concerns about economic strategy aligning 
with infrastructure/utility capacity

• Focus on quality of life and community 
character

• Need for county-wide collaboration
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INFRASTRUCTURE

• Planning for Growth from Orange, Durham, 
Wake and Chatham Park

• Impacts to major and minor roads 

• Need for multimodal solutions

• Connectivity for all of Chatham County

• Linking cities – Siler City, Goldston, Pittsboro

• Providing mobility throughout the County

• Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities

• What strategic investment in 
transportation projects or utilities is 
needed?



Stakeholder 

Interviews

Website

Community 

Events
Social Media

Public 

Meetings

Media 

Outreach

Public Engagement

There are More 
ways to be 
involved!



P U B L I C  E N G A G E M E N T

S U R V E Y

Thanks for everyone 
who took the survey.  
We received almost 
1600 responses!!!

You can see the 
results on 

planchatham.com



P U B L I C  E N G A G E M E N T

W W W . P L A N C H A T H A M . C O M  /  M Y S I D E W A L K  W E B  F O R U M

Continue the 
conversation on 

planchatham.com



P U B L I C  E N G A G E M E N T

P U B L I C  M E E T I N G S

The next round of 
public meetings will be 

in January 2017



P U B L I C  E N G A G E M E N T

T W I T T E R  &  I N S T A G R A M  @ P L A N C H A T H A M

Follow the @PlanChatham on Twitter and Instagram

Be in the know on 
the latest info!

Take pictures and share 
what you love about 

Chatham!


