
Guidelines for The Grand Trees of Chatham Recognition Program 

Definition of a Tree- A tree is defined as a free-standing woody plant having one upright perennial stem or trunk, with 
the potential to become at least 9.5 inches in circumference at a point 4.5 feet above the ground, with a definitely 
formed crown of foliage and a height of at least 12 feet. 

Eligible Tree Species- For a tree or group of trees to be considered for an award it must be 

• Of a species, subspecies, variety or cultivar proven to be relatively long-lived and adapted to our geographic
region; and,

• Of such health and condition, as judged by a representative of the Grand Trees of Chatham Program, to have a
reasonable prospect of continuing useful life.

• Final selection for an award is determined by the Grand Trees of Chatham Committee based on a specific
rating system and criteria as well as recommendations of the jurors who are professional arborists or foresters.

Award Categories- Trees may be nominated in one of the four categories 

• Champion Trees: Trees are nominated and selected for this category based on their large size (which usually
also means old age) for that particular species. This might be a 7-foot diameter, 100-foot tall oak but could
also be a thirty-foot tall dogwood. Using the measurement and point system established for state and national
champion trees, a nominated tree's point total must equal or exceed 75% of the current state champion tree's
total.  Point total is calculated by an equation using tree circumference, height, and crown spread.

• Historic Trees: Nominees must be at least 50 years old to qualify. The trees must be specifically associated
with some significant historical event or location (appropriate documentation is required).

• Landmark Trees: Emphasis is on natural groupings or communities rather than individual trees. The White
Pine trees at Triangle Land Conservancy’s White Pines Nature Preserve exemplify this category.

• Meritorious Trees: Category accommodates special trees in a variety of situations. The board has a broad
range of flexibility in presenting awards in this category. Trees in this category could be future Champion 
Trees, Historic Trees or even Landmark Trees.

How a Tree Is Measured – Three measurements are taken: (1) Trunk Circumference (measured in inches), (2) 
Vertical Tree Height (measured to the nearest foot), and (3) Average Crown Spread (measured to the nearest foot).

Assessment of Nominated Trees – All trees or groups of trees nominated will be assessed for eligibility by a certified 
forester, arborist, or other tree professional.   

How a Champion Tree is Determined– A champion big tree is determined using a formula using the tree’s 
circumference added to the tree’s height, plus one-quarter (0.25) of the average crown spread. This is the total point 
value for the tree. 
-Example: A tree 144 inches in circumference, 100 feet tall, with an average crown spread of 80 feet: 144 + 100 + 
[80/ 4] = 264 total points 
-Since the size of a tree varies with the species, nominees are compared only with others of the same species: white 
oak against white oak; flowering dogwood against flowering dogwood, etc. 




